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west European countries. In the light of these factors, the proba-
bilities are very strong that the volume of jute textile exports from
India will also decline during the next two decades. There may be
some gain in volume if a marked fall in unit pries were to make
jute a more competitive commodity ; but in that case the fall in
unit price will only serve to offset the increases in volume, so that
the net proceeds will in fact be lower.
Cotton Textiles. Looking forward to the next two decades,
it is fairly certain that both the volume and unit price of cotton
textile exports will fall. This has been the long-term trend and recent
expansion in the use of synthetic fabrics will accelerate it. More-
over, with many newly developing countries now starting their
own textile mills, it would be highly imprudent to expect a larger
share in a narrowing and increasingly more competitive market.
Hides and Skins, Leather, Cotton (Raw and Waste) and Coal and
Coke. These items account for about 10 per cent of total exports.
The volume of exports of the first two has fallen over a long
period, and the exports of coal and coke are nominal, in that
they are by and large for bunkering purposes. The exports of
none of these items will increase; there may well be a decline.
"Other" Miscellaneous Items. The group "other," accounting
for nearly a fourth of the export trade (see Table 4), consists of
various items, such as spices, shellac and resins, mica, coir and
manufactures, woollen and silk cloth, sugar, cement, cashew kernels,
etc. The Planning Commission assumed that export proceeds from
this group during the entire Second Five-Year Plan would remain
at the 1955 level. The exports of the commodities that constitute
this group have either remained stagnant or fallen over the last
few decades. No real increases can therefore be expected from this
group over the next two decades.
When all the items described above are added up, 90 per cent of
the exports from India are already accounted for. TTie only commo-
dities that remain are some agricultural products (tobacco and vege-
table oils), ores, metals and scrap, and products of the new indus-
tries, such as chemicals, drugs and medicines, and cutlery, hardware,
vehicles, electrical goods and appliances, and machinery. Of these,
the agricultural products, such as tobacco and vegetable oils, acco-
unt for half of this group or 5 per cent of the total exportst and may
be expected to increase at the most by around 50 per cent by 1975.

